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Agenda
• MBE/WBE Certification

• DBE Certification

• SBE Certification

• Resources

– Plan Room

– Bonding
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What is Certification?
• Determination of a business’ eligibility for the 
minority and/or woman (MBE/WBE) or 
disadvantaged business procurement (DBE) 
program

• Eligibility is determined by reviewing a 
certification application and backup 
documentation for ownership, management
and control by socially and economically 
disadvantaged business owners 
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Key Criteria Cont’d
• Fifty-one percent (51%) owned, managed and controlled by a 

Economically and Socially Disadvantaged individual
– Presumed Groups

• Minority 
– Asian American
– African American
– Native American
– Hispanic American

• Women
• Experience directly related to the firm’s scope of work and 

management of day-to-day operations
• Personal Net Worth (PNW) or Alternate PNW (MBE/WBE 

only)
– $1,391,000 limit for MBE/WBE Program
– $1,320,000 limit for DBE Program
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Key Criteria
• Must be a small business as defined by Small 
Business Administration’s (SBA) Small Business 
Size Standards

– Tax Returns

• Indicate Primary Industry on tax returns

– Employee Quarterly Reports

• Must have a facility located in Texas for a 
minimum of 90 days prior to submitting 
application
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Certification Types 
Types of Certification offered by

the City of Austin Certification
Projects/

Funding Source

Applicants’
Max
PNW

Site 
Visit

Minority-Owned Business Enterprise 
(MBE)

COA Certifies
City of Austin 

projects & funding
$1,391,000 COA discretion

Women-Owned Business Enterprise 
(WBE) COA Certifies

City of Austin 
projects & funding

$1,391,000 COA discretion

Dual Certification – minority female
(MBE/WBE)

COA Certifies
City of Austin

projects & funding
$1,391,000 COA discretion 

Disadvantaged Business 
Enterprise (DBE) / 

Airport Concession Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprise (ACDBE)

COA Certifies Federal funding $1,320,000 
Federal

Requirement

Historically Underutilized Business (HUB) is a certification 

program offered by the State of Texas. 

The State of Texas  accepts City of Austin certified vendors 

as candidates for HUB certification for qualified applicants.
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MBE & WBE Program
• The Minority-Owned Business Enterprise 

(MBE) and Women-Owned Business 
Enterprise (WBE) is the City of Austin’s 
program for socially and economically 
disadvantaged business owners 

• Eligibility is determined by reviewing business 
documents, City Code 2-9(A-D)-15, Program 
Rules, and Small Business Administration’s 
(SBA) Business Size Standards.
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DBE Program
• The Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBE) program is 

for socially and economically disadvantaged business owners

• Business documents, Federal Regulations (49 CFR Parts 23 
& 26), and business size standards are used to determine 
certification eligibility

• Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) requires DBE 
Applicants to have a Federal Tax ID number

• DBE Certification is used for federally-funded projects, such 
as: Aviation, Highways, and Public Transit 

• Airport Concession DBE Certification is used for any Airport 
that receives federal funding

• The City of Austin is one of the 6 members of the Texas 
Unified Certification Program (TUCP)
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SBC Program
• The Small Business Construction Program 
(SBCP) is designed to assist small business 
owners who wish to build their capacity to bid as 
a prime on local projects

• Most are single scope construction related
projects that will not exceed $50,000

• Fifteen projects estimated annually

• Must be certified as an SBE by SMBR in order to 
participate in SBCP program
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SBE Certification
Criteria for Construction Business Owner:

• Must be a small business as defined by SBA 
guidelines for Subsector 238-Specialty Trade 
Contractors

• Three year average gross receipts must not 
exceed $14M

• Register as a vendor with Vendor Connection 

• Owner(s) and/or Owner’s CPA must complete 
an affidavit attesting to firm meeting size 
standard and Owner(s) must provide a resume.
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Certification Benefits
• MBE/WBE or DBE goals are placed on majority 
of contracts for various scopes of work 

– Prime contractors are required to solicit 
MBE/WBE or DBE certified firms to meet 
program participation requirements

• Certification enhances procurement 
opportunities and increases visibility

• City of Austin payments:

– 2011 MBE purchases $66,088,806

– 2011 WBE purchases $30,585,166
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Certification Benefits Cont’d
• COA Certification is also recognized by other 
governmental entities 

• DBE Certification is recognized by all state wide 
governmental entities receiving Federal Funds 

• HUB accepts COA recommendations for 
qualified applicants to participate in state funded 
projects & purchases

• Certified vendors are searchable on the SMBR 
website at  www.austintexas.gov/smbr
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SMBR’s Home Page

http://austintexas.gov/department/small-and-minority-business
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Certified Vendor Search

http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/smbr/vendors/certvendor.cfm
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Vendor Search Results
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Getting Started
• Register your business with the City of Austin’s 
Purchasing Database Vendor Connection

– http:www.austintexas.gov/purchase

– Email accounts are required!

• Purchasing/Vendor Registration 

– Help line (512) 974-2018

• To complete registration fax your 2011 W-9 to 
Vendor Registration at (512) 978-7643 or email 
to vendorreg@austintexas.gov
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Vendor Connection

https://www.austintexas.gov/financeonline/vendor_connection/index.cfm
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Vendor Account Maintenance
• Update Vendor Accounts 

– It is imperative you maintain current contact 
information

– Commodity codes may also be added or 
deleted; please notify SMBR in writing

• All changes in Legal Name and Tax ID 
must be submitted to Purchasing in 
writing; please copy SMBR
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Certification FAQs
• What is the cost of certification?

– There are no fees payable for certification by the City 
of Austin. Your only certification cost is in getting the 
application and documentation to us.

• How long will my certification last?
– Certification is valid for three calendar years from the 
date of initial certification. 

– You must update your certification annually in order to 
maintain eligibility. The certification expiration date 
will be printed on your certificate.

• How long is the certification review process?
– The City Code allows us 60 days upon receipt of a 
complete application.
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More Certification FAQs
• Does certification ensure that my firm will be listed 
on the City of Austin's Availability List for my Scope 
of Work?
– Yes, but certification does not guarantee a contract 
with the City of Austin. 

• Is there reciprocity with other government/certifying 
entities?
– Only with members of the TUCP for DBE projects.

• More FAQs can be found on our website at  
http: www.austintexas.gov/smbr



21

Plan Room Services
• Free access to “Dodge Plans” online database of 
plans, news, and specifications for construction 
projects in 100 Texas counties

• The Plan Room also has paper & electronic 
construction plans and specifications for local jobs

• For training contact Plan Room Manager 

Hemant Motwani (512) 974-7799
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Bonding Services
• SMBR has a Bonding Financial Consultant on 
staff to educate and assist business owners who 
are looking for bonding options

• To schedule an appointment call Luke Ortega 
Luper at (512) 974-7733
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Reminders
• Get started by picking up a packet 

• Call us if you have any questions or if you need 
to set up an appointment with a counselor

• Must be registered on Vendor Connection 
website. 

• Certification enhances procurement 
opportunities and increases visibility

• Make sure to keep all of your contact information 
current

• Use our Plan Room - it is available to the public
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Questions, Comments
SMBR Certification Division

Phone: (512) 974-7645 Certification 

Fax: (512) 974-7609 Certification

Email us: dsmbrcertification@austintexas.gov

• Elton Price, Division Mgr. (512) 974-7725

• Deanna Brown (512) 974-7612

• Kristi Samilpa (512) 974-7650

• Ricky Allen (512) 974-7667
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Contacting SMBR
City of Austin SMBR

Phone: (512) 974-7600

Physical address:

4201 Ed Bluestein Blvd.

Austin, TX 78721

Mailing address:

PO Box 1088

Austin, TX 78767

Website:http://austintexas.gov/smbr


